
Riviera and Legacy enter strategic 

VEREENIGING. - The Riviera on Vaal Hotel & Country Club recently announced 
that it has entered into a strategic relationship with Legacy Hotels 

& Resorts, an established, Africa-based hotel management company. 
This will facilitate the management and marketing of the hotel operations 

effective as from October 1. The Riviera on Vaal Hotel & Country Club is 

a landmark in the Vaal Triangle. It was built in 1929 by Mr Schlesinger, 

a Hollywood filmmaker who fell in love with the spot on the Vaal River 

where it proudly stands today. It was opened for business in 1936 amid 

great fanfare. 

Each room of the then two levels boasted an en suite bathroom - a luxury 

unheard of at the time. Through the decades the Hotel changed hands 

until it was bought on auction by entrepreneur Mac van der Merwe for 

the Zorgvliet Portfolio in 2003. The Portfolio, which promises all guests a 

�special experience for special people� is a family business which boasts 

properties such as Ka�Ingo Private Reserve & Spa in the Vaalwater area 

and Zorgvliet Vineyard Lodge & Spa. Refurbishment of the Hotel commenced 

under the watchful eye of Managing Director, daughter Melanie 
van der Merwe, and the Hotel reopened the first 30 rooms for business 

after three months. The very next year the Riviera on Vaal Hotel achieved 

five-star status for the first time and maintains this accolade to this day. 

In August 2008 Trilok Bhunjun was appointed the first General Manager 

at the Riviera on VaaI Hotel. 

Says Riviera MD Melanie van der Merwe: �We are pleased to be associated 

with Legacy Hotels. As business owners we feel comfortable and 

positive that we have very similar priorities with regards to service delivery 

to our guests, commitment to the advancement of the business and skills 

development of our staff. The Legacy Management team boasts countless 

years of combined experience, a strong understanding of and access to 

the international and local corporate markets. We are very excited at the 

anticipation of optimal financial returns.� 

Legacy Hotels and Resorts owns and manages a collection of fourand and 

Paddy Brearly 
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